
1 
 

FEMA PUBLIC ASSISTANCE 

Eligibility of Private Nonprofit Organizations 
 
 
PNP Organizations  
PNP organizations or institutions that own or operate facilities that provide certain services 
otherwise performed by a government agency are eligible for assistance.  These 
organizations, their facilities and services must meet additional eligibility criteria beyond 
that which apply to governmental type applicants.   
 
Only certain PNPS are eligible Applicants. To be an eligible Applicant, the PNP must show 
that is has: 
 
A current ruling letter from U.S. Internal Revenue Service granting tax exemption under 
section 501(c), (d), or (e) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954;or  Documentation for the 
State substantiating it is a non-revenue producing, nonprofit entity organized or doing 
business under State law. 
 
To be eligible for assistance, the primary purpose of a PNP must be to provide a public 
service that is not restricted by a specific definition or by prohibitive fees.  If access to the 
use of PNP services is restricted, the PNP is not eligible.   
 
Additionally, prior to determining whether the PNP is eligible, FEMA must first determine 
whether the PNP owns or operates an eligible facility. For PNPs, an eligible facility is one 
that provides an eligible service defined as either Critical PNP or Non Critical Essential 
Services PNP.   
 
Critical PNP Services: A facility that provides a critical service, which is defined as 
education, utility, emergency, or medical (see Table 1); or 
 
Non Critical PNP Essential Services:  A facility that provides a non-critical, but essential 
social service AND provides those services to the general public (see Table 2). 
 
 Application Requirements for PNPs  
 
Emergency Work.  All PNPs that are eligible for FEMA assistance, as described above 
and in 44 CFR 206.221(e), may apply directly to FEMA for emergency assistance under 44 
CFR 206.225 through the State. 
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• Non-Critical PNPs are those eligible organizations that do not qualify as critical 

service facilities.  
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PNP INELIGIBLE SERVICES 
 
 

 
 
Reference and further information see website below 
 
FEMA Public Assistance Policy and Guide Book (PAPPG), Page 10-18: 
https://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/1525468328389-
4a038bbef9081cd7dfe7538e7751aa9c/PAPPG_3.1_508_FINAL_5-4-2018.pdf 

https://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/1525468328389-4a038bbef9081cd7dfe7538e7751aa9c/PAPPG_3.1_508_FINAL_5-4-2018.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/1525468328389-4a038bbef9081cd7dfe7538e7751aa9c/PAPPG_3.1_508_FINAL_5-4-2018.pdf
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